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MEDIA RELEASE
October 20, 1987
UM ANNOUNCES FALL ENROLLMENT 
MISSOULA —
Fall quarter enrollment at the University of Montana is down 
4.2 percent from 8,840 students a year ago to 8,472 today. The 
official figures were released Tuesday by UM Registrar Phil Bain.
Not surprisingly, one quarter of the decline came in 
programs that faced elimination last year. All but one of those 
programs were ultimately saved, but the decision was made after 
many high school seniors had made their college plans.
Bain said the effect of threatened programs probably spilled 
over to other programs.
"Many people, high school seniors and counselors, mistook 
the threat to our business education program as a threat to the 
business school," said Bain. "Traveling around the state this 
fall, our admissions staff keeps running into people who thought 
we might eliminate our business school even though that was never 
considered and the business school is the only one in Montana 
accredited at both the undergraduate and graduate level."
Bain also said that although numbers were down in all the 
lower classes, they were up for seniors and graduate students in 
degree programs.
I think what that says is that we1ve retained the
-more-
UM enrollment add 1
confidence of the sophisticated educational consumer," Bain said 
"The more likely someone was to know what was going on last year 
the less likely he was to be scared away by our problems."
Bain conceded that some decline was inevitable under the 
best of circumstances.
"There simply aren't as many high school seniors in Montana 
as there once were," he said. "When we were at our record 
enrollment in 1983, there were 10,557 high school seniors in 
Montana. Last year that number was down to 9,494."
Finally, Bain pointed to tightened eligibility requirements 
for federal financial aid and to tuition price resistance from 
out-of-state applicants.
He did not yet have the in-state/out-of-state breakdown but 
said that out-of-state tuition in Montana has been increasing 
over the last few years.
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